Dear Colleagues,

We have been searching for new partners for co-operation in  EU and CEEC in the context of Erasmus. Enclosed, you will find a  partner search letter of  the Maltepe University.  This letter is about  to establish a bilateral agreement with your institute.

Thank you in advance for dissemination of this information among your colleagues. 

Best regards,

Prof. Dr. Betül ÇOTUKSÖKEN

        Erasmus Coordinator

         Maltepe University

Istanbul, 13 October 2004 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 

Subject: Socrates/Erasmus bilateral agreement 

Dear Sir/Madame, 

As Socrates/Erasmus coordinator, I would like to invite your institution to establish a Socrates/Erasmus bilateral agreement in the fields of  Philosophy, Economics and Business Administration, Mathemathics, Communication, and Psychology; starting from the academic year 2005-2006.

University of  Maltepe is one of the remarkable universities in  Istanbul, founded in 1997 with renowned academic staff  specialized in their domains, and has the campuses with large facilities (www.maltepe.edu.tr). It has three campuses which are open to everyone, not only to students.  

Last year, Maltepe University moved to its new and the biggest campus “Marmara Education Village” situated on the Asian side of Istanbul. This campus includes faculty buildings, indoor/outdoor sports facilities, an olympic-size swimming pool and social-cultural activity centers. The second campus called “Dragos Campus” is located at Dragos on the same side of Istanbul. The Vocational School, graduate studies and certificate programs are conducted here. Maltepe Campus, the third one, comprises the Faculty of Medecine and its Research/Practice hospital; it is located at Maltepe district. 

Despite its of short history, Maltepe University hosts today a large number of courses; including four year courses for BS level and master degrees courses. The number of students has reached almost 3500. 

The students are admitted to the university according to the results of the university entrance exam. The enrollment processes of students are conducted during the dates set by the University Entrance Exams Center.  

The teaching activity is organized along two semesters (14-week terms). In general the first semester (fall semester) begins in the beginning of October and ends in late January. The second semester (spring semester) normally begins in late February and runs to mid-June. Examinations are held at the end of every semester. There are two semester breaks Winter break (February) and Summer break (July to October). No teaching will take place during these terms. 

In 2004, Maltepe University has awarded Erasmus University Charter for participating European educational program. Therefore our university  have been searching for new partners for co-operation in  EU and CEEC in the context of Erasmus.

The modules and lectures are generally conducted in Turkish at the university.  English is however indispensable in the international scientific arena, therefore a solid English teaching program is included. English textbooks are usually included as official teaching materials of individual courses. 

However some modules will be available in English next year  as well as Turkish language courses for foreign students and a specific support program can be provided related to their language difficulties Therefore we will be able to start co-operations in student mobility in 2005-2006 academic year.  As a beginning, we would like to propose the teaching staff mobility for 2004-2005 academic year. The exchange program may include 1 teaching staff for 2 weeks (6-8 lectures per week).  I would like to add that our university could arrange accomodation at the campus for this period. 

If you are interested in setting up biletaral agreement with Maltepe University, I will be very pleased to receive your reply and discuss the details.

Best regards 

Prof. Dr. Betül ÇOTUKSÖKEN

Socrates/Erasmus Coordinator 
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